A COMEDY IN CHAPTERS
remembered that music, in spite of its drawbacks as a means of sustenance, was a profession happily unencumbered with those excruciating preliminaries to greatness.
Christopher talked about the new move to his sister, and he was vexed that her hopefulness was not roused to quite the pitch of his own. As with others of his sort, his too general habit of accepting the most clouded possibility that chances offered was only transcended by his readiness to kindle with a fitful excitement now and then. Faith was much more equable. * If you were not the most melancholy man God ever created,' she said, kindly looking at his vague deep eyes and thin face, which was but a few degrees too refined and poetical to escape the epithet of lantern-jawed from any one who had quarrelled with him, 'you'would not mind my coolness about this. It is a good thing of course to go ; I have always fancied that we were mistaken in coming here. Mediocrity stamped " London" fetches more than talent marked "provincial." But I cannot feel so enthusiastic/
' Still, if we are to go, we may as well go by enthusiasm as by calculation ; it is a sensation pleasanter to the nerves, and leads to just as good a result when there is only one result possible/
* Very well/ said Faith.    c I will not depress you. If I had to describe you I should say you were a child in your impulses, and an old man in your reflections. Have you considered when we shall start ?'
'Yes/
' What have you thought ?'
'That we may very well leave the place in six weeks if we wish/ 1 We really may ?'
* Yes.    And what is more, we will/ Christopher and Faith arrived in London on an
afternoon at the end of winter, and beheld from one of the river bridges snow-white scrolls of steam
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